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XXV. A Letter from James Parfons, M 2). 
F. R. S. to the Royal Society, giving a 
fhort Account of his Book intituled \ A Me- 
chanical Critical Inquiry into the Nature of 
Hermaphrodites. London, 1741.-/0 8 m 

Gentle me n, 

AS the Gompafs of Nature is the utmoft Boun- 
dary of any certain Knowledge we can arrive 
to in this Life, the Difcovery of Truth by our In- 
quiries made into the Myfteries of Nature, muft 
afford the greateft Satisfaction. 

Phyfical Knowledge ought much more to be the 
Subject of every one's Contemplation then, as yet, it 
leems to be $ being raoft conducive to publick Wel- 
fare, and to fumifh the Minds of Men with the 
jufteft Notions of the great Author of Nature-: 
JElfe why do learned Societies fo afliduoufly affemble > 
Why endeavour ftill to add more Grains to thek 
former Knowledge? but becaufe (aifo) the Study of 
Nature is the only pleafing and fmooth Field for the 
inquifitive Soul to range in; a Field whofc Objects 
are capable of being feized by our proper Senfes, and 
whofe Theenomena may, by due Application, come 
-within our Reafon. 

Such a Society then are the beft Judges, and fitteft 

Protectors, of every Eflay oppofed to vulgar Errors. 

Tis therefore I took the Liberty of dedicating this 

my Inquity into the Nature of Hermaphrodites to 

you, which the Prefidcnt, Vice-Prefidcnt, and others 

of 
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of you, were fo kind to fay, would not be unaccept- 
able,* efpecially as it was wrote at a Time when the 
Town was daily entertained with Advertifements of 
the Angolan that was ihewed here publickly, and, 
thereby, was almoft in general allured into the fame 
Error that moft of the Nations upon Earth had impli- 
cirly run after, from the Beginning of the World, 
concerning them -, who were led into it by no lefs 
than the Writings of their moft learned Men. 

In order, Gentlemen, to give you, in fome mca- 
fure, a View of the Defign of this little Book, I am 
to inform you, that the general Opinion of the 
World is, that there are Hermaphrodites in human 
Nature. In this Treatife 1 am to fhew it cannot be ; 
which I have endeavoured to do in the following 
Method, viz. 

i. The Introduction, which is chiefly hiftorical, 
lays down the Manner of this Error's being propa- 
gated amongft Jews, Tagans, and Chrifiians, at all 
Times? with an Account of Jewijh, Civil, and 
Canon Laws made againftfuch as were reputed Her- 
maphrodites, as welL as thofe that were always in 
Force at Rome, by which great Numbers of People 
were deftroyed from time to time. 

2. The Firft Chapter exhibits many Reafons againft 
a Poflibility of their Exiftence in human Nature; 
with a true Difcovery of fuch Difeafes as have been 
the Caufe of Men and Womens being called Her- 
maphrodites. • 

3. The Second Chapter is a critical Account of the 
Caufes Authors have afligned for the Produce of 
Hermaphrodites ; wherein it is proved, that no fuch 
Effe&s could arife from thofe Caufes 5 and feverai 
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Absurdities are expofed in the Arguments advanced 
for the Support of this Error. 

4. The Third Chapter is a critical View of the 
Hiftoriesof Hermaphrodites given by feveral Authors ; 
fhewing that thoie fo reputed were either perfect Men 
or Women, having only fome Deformity or Difeafe 
"m the Parts of Generation. 

5. The Conclufion defcribes the State of all Fe- 
male Fcetufes, with fome Obfervations which I laid 
before this moft Honourable Society ; which prove 
that every Female Foetus may as well be thought 
an Hermaphrodite, as any that were ever called fo. 

By this Method I hope it will appear, that this 
£0 long reigning Error i-s confuted •, and if this 
Learned Society, whofe fole Bufinefs here is to 
infped into the true Nature of Things, think I have 
fucceeded, and give this Treatife, which I have the 
Honour to prefent them, a favourable Reception, it 
will be efteemed a very great Honour by their 

Moft obedient Servant, 

J. Parfons. 



XXVI. An Account of an ancient Dace m Ara- 
bian Figures, upon the North Front of the 
'Pari/h Church of Rumfey in Hampfhire, 
By the Rev. Mr. "William Barlow. 

AS the knowing how long the Arabian or In- 
dian Figures have been ufed in the Weft, may 
ibmetimes be a means for diftinguifhing fpurious 
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